Kayla Percic 

Absolutism 


"I have no intention of sharing my authority. I am the state. One King, one law, one faith. The interests of the state must come first." This is one of the many quotes said by King Louis XIV of France about absolutism. Absolutism was very common in Europe in the 17th century. However it did vary between Western and Eastern Europe. 

Absolutism is defined by our history book as the sovereign power or ultimate suthority on the state rested in the hands of a king who claimed to rule by divine right. Absolutism is also defined as a form of monarchial power that is unrestrained by all other institutions such as churches, legislatures, or social elites. This stage of government was set up in-between feudalism and capitalism. Some historians characterize this time period as the consolidation of power with the monarchs, a rise in power of the state, and unifications of laws. A decrease in influence from the churches and nobles was also seen. During this time, many absolutist leaders built up large standing armies. They also built large, extravagant houses and made their nobles and aristocracy live in the palace proximity too. These leaders believed that they were chosen by a higher power, it was the natural law, and they had the divine right to rule. They also believed that they received their power from God and he was the only one they had to answer to, not even parliament. 

Absolutism was first set up in Western Europe by King Louis XIV in France. Even though it was set while he was only a child, he became the modern face of absolutism. This is shown by the build up of his standing army and his dominating court life in Versailles. This was an elaborate structure that served as his personal household, location for a central government, and the place where powerful people came to ask favors and find out the latest gossip. Because of his divine right to rule he was nicknamed the "Sun King." He did great things for his country over the years such as reconstructing the central policy-making part of government because it was in his own court and household. He also managed to get some of his family on the throne of Spain but this left France completely surrounded by enemies. 


In Eastern Europe, absolutism spread to more countries. First it went to Russia. It was brought about by Ivan III but was made even more fearful by Ivan IV the Terrible. Then it was carried on by Peter the Great and Catherine the Great. Spreading even further into the European continent, Austria was affected by the absolutist movement. There, Leopold I lead the movement. In Prussia, Frederick III, Charles XI, Charles XII, and Frederick II the Great all enforced an absolutist type of government. John V lead the way to absolutism in Portugal but it was short lived there. Finally, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I introduced absolutism to England. During the reign of each of these individuals, they all held up to the characteristics of an absolutist leader. By this I mean that they all built extravagant palaces, built up their countries standing armies, and had the nobles live on or close to their central home. 

In conclusion, absolutism is a kind of government where the ruler believes he was chosen by God and divine right and they have sovereign rule. Even though this type of governing system is not still in use today, it spread throughout most of Europe during the 1600's.It is mostly associated with France set up by Louis XIV. It did affect most of Europe because many governments changed to it and later it played a part in the thirty years war with all of the built up armies. 
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